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Further instance of Ulster degradation of character. 
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perhaps lie able to perceive any 
meaning in them ; but that cannot 
detract from their intrinsic excel- 
lence. 

I will not say that "An Observ- 
er's" concluding insinuation against 
Dr. Dickson, is vile, unmanly, and 
unjust ; but I will say, that it bears 
the stamp of conscious guilt, which 
■endeavours to vilify, after having 
laboured to oppress. The injured 
Dr. Dickson, may have his weak- 
nesses ; but where is the man who 
does not admire his splendid talents, 
and esteem his expanded heart. 

If I have made any observations, 
■which seem to bear hard upon the 
Synod of Ulster, for some years past, 
be assured, I have not done so with 
an unfriendly heart. As a body, I 
think their wishes have b^en always 
good, and the charitable judger, 
whilst he is obliged to condemn ma- 
ny parts of their conduct, will find 
considerable palliatives for their er- 
rors, in the apathy of the Presbyte- 
rian people, and the important trans- 
actions of eventful times. At their 
last meeting, they gave pleasing 
symptoms of returning life, energy, 
and virtue : and as they have com- 
menced viith the difficult task of ac- 
knowledging their errors, it is to be 
hoped they will conclude with the 
delightful otie of reforming them. 
The returning progress to virtue, of 
those who have been long degraded, 
is, from their habit and connexions, 
generally slow • and the slave, 
though liberated, often feels his 
wonted trt-uior, in the presence of 
his master, ¥*t I do not altogether 
despair of beholding the day, when 
tht? ministers of the Synod of Ulster, 
conscious of their own dignity, and 
importance in the community, will 
prove themselves to be the asserlors 
of Presbyterian liberality, both as 
teachers and citizens, not ottlv at 
their annua] meetings, but in their 
rs.-pettive congregations. Whilst 



they accept the Royal Bounty, as a 
mean of encreasing their comfort 
and respectability, may it never 
gender them lukewarm in the dis- 
charge of their pastoral duties, nor 
silent and inactive, when the saered 
cause of liberty and truth, requires 
tbeir exertions and their voice. 

With sincere wishes for the pros- 
perity of your patriotic labours ; and 
grateful, as a member of society, for 
the very considerable' portion of 
your time, which you dedicate to 
its improvement. 

I am, gentlemen, yours, &c. 

An Actor. 
Sept. 1813. 

To tie Proprietor! of the Belfast Magazixt. 

T ACKNOWLEDGE your corres- 
x ponrient' Detector" "is in better 
possession of the. affair of the two 
bucks, than I was: but it being a 
matter of arbitration prevented, 
in part, the public from being ac- 
quainted with the result. The wor- 
thy gentleman who espoused the 
poor man's cause, deserves the 
thanks and prayers of every honest 
heart. But although there are too 
many "Nimrods" in our County, the 
North is not altogether free from 
them. Having occasion to be ' in 
the County of Antrim Jn the month 
of August, I stopped at an inn 
in a little town north of Bel- 
fast; and standing in the kitchen 
for some time, I overheard the ser- 
vants talk over an affair which put 
me in mind of the poor man at Car, 
low races. In a village in that 
neighbourhood, lives one of your 
second-handed landlords, who k'erps 
a mistress. She went into one of 
his tenant's houses, and, without 
an y degree of provocation, insulted 
and ill-used the poor man's wife; 
and might have used her worse, but 
for the interference of the neigh- 
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bours: and when the poor man 
mentioned redress, the Esquire, with- 
out any apology whatever, ordered 
him to pay down what rent was 
due ; which, alas ! the poor man 
was not prepared at that time to do, 
and lest his goods would be seised, 
he was under the necessity of drop- 
ping the affair.* And the better to 
stifle the matter, the gentleman let 
the poor man know he must leave 
the place he held, as soon as his 
time was in. How indignant would 
such a man as that worthy character 
who took the poor man's part against 
the bucks, have felt, at such low- 
minded baseness. I think we have 
no" Nimrods" of a lower cast in 
our county. We have a good many 
well-disposed characters in this place 
as well as with you : men who adminis- 
ter justice in the strictest and most 
proper manner, and I am sure had 



* I was informed, that the same Esquire 
is a very active prosecutor, where be can 
find the smallest shadow of power ; and he 
lias several times attended as an elder at 
the Synod of Ulster ! 



they seen insult and abuse given 
the poor man at the races, they 
would not have let it pass unpunish- 
ed. It is, however, very strange, 
that so liberal and well informed a 
people as the inhabitants of the pro- 
vince of Ulster, should be divided by 
so many internal broils and commo- 
tions.even in the very centre of your 
most noted towns and public places, 
ft certainly looks as if ther« were 
only a few who do their duty, and a 
great many others who not only ne- 
glect theirs,but aid and assist the open 
violation of the laws, as appears from 
the late disastrous affair in the town, 
of Belfast. But it can be truly said, 
that the province of Ulster lias nursed 
in its bosom, for these many years 
past, the sacred flame of division, 
and with the greatest industry has 
spread it through too many parts of 
the country. Bu? I hope ihc time 
is fast approaching, when su .;;; base 
wickedness shall meet with lis well- 
merited reward. 

With profound respect, I am your 
bumble secant, 

A Cablow Peasant. 
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■ lOCKAPHlCAI, SKETCH OF GENERAL 
VAU.ENCEY. 

HITHERTO the Biographical 
pages of the Belfast Magazine 
have been chiefly occupied by 
sketches of the lives of philosophers, 
patriots, or statesmen ; and when de- 
serving of record, some who had 
fiiled less important stations- in life. 
At present, a small deviation is made 
from the general plan, and the read- 
*r is presented with the memoirs of 
a soldier, whose life was mostly spent 
iu this country, and who was zeal- 
ously devoted to the study of the 



language, ancient history, and an- 
tiquities of Ireland. 

The subject of this memoir was a 
native of England, but from long 
residence, and patriotic attachment 
to Ireland, he might have been tail- 
ed an Irishman. At an early age he 
received a liberal, but not a colle. 
giate education ; and while young, 
entered into the army in the 12ih 
Regiment of foot : in which regi- 
ment be gradually rose to be Cap- 
tain. While he was in this regi- 
ment, he was quartered for several 
years at Gibraltar; and of that cele- 
brated fortress he made a sketch, 



